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"The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period tor Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ~ ( ' 

- Failure jo reply within the set or extended period (or reply wi„. ^/statute, caused 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims > 

4) K] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) KI Claim(s) 1-9,11.12.14.16.17.19 and 20 is/are allowed. 

6) Kl Claim(s) 10,13 and 15 is/are rejected. 

7) G3 Claim(s) 18 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10® The drawing(s) filed on 17 October 2001 is/are: a)KI accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

» R °! nT nC6S Cite D d (PT °" 892) 4) D lnterview Summa * (P™- 41 ^ Paper No(s). . 

2 U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948, 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1^T 

3) L>SI Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 2. 6) □ Other: 
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1. 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using ,t, ,n such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which ,t 
pertains or with which .t .s most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

While the specification does provide a bare description (page 17) that the bushing 
housing may rotate up to 360 degrees, neither the specification nor the drawings enable a skilled 
artisan to provide a bushing housing enclosing a cylindrical guide bushing, both the bushing 
housing and guide bushing being positioned about the circumference of a guide shaft, wherein 
the bushing housing is capable of rotation up to 360 degrees. Note in particular that the rotation 
of the bushing housing is described as being limited by the elliptical or oval opening in the 
bushing housing, but such an opening cannot extend 360 degrees around the bushing housing for 
the bushing housing to function as disclosed and claimed. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

IllTr^T 1 !? " COnd " de With one or more claims Particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 13, the last two lines of the claim are incorrect, since the web forming machine 
is mounted to the bushing housing rather than the guide bushing; note that to satisfy the 
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requirements of 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, a claim must accurately define the invention, In 
re Knowlton, 178 USPQ 486, 492-3. 

Claim 15 should apparently depend from claim 13 in order to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claim recitations "the second bushing housing" and "the second guide shaft". 
5. Claim 18 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 18 merely describes how the claimed apparatus structure is intended to be operated 
during its intended use; however, such relates to the intended use of the claimed apparatus, 
which does not patentably distinguish the apparatus structure and therefore does not further limit 
the subject matter of the apparatus claims. Note that intended use has been continuously held not 
to be germane to determining the patentability of the apparatus, In re Finsterwalder, 168 USPQ 
530; the manner or method in which a machine is to be utilized is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the machine itself, In re Casey, 152 USPQ 235. 
6. Claims 1-9, 1 1, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19 and 20 are allowed. 

Claims 13 and 15 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
The prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest a support for a web forming machine 
having at least one die head and a web forming belt, comprising a guide shaft having a length 
defining a y-axis, a bushing housing, and a cylindrical guide bushing positioned within the 
bushing housing, the bushing housing and the guide bushing being slidably positioned about a 
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circumference of the guide shaft, wherein the bushing housing is rotatable about 
generally perpendicular to the y-axis. 



an x-axis 



7. 



prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Mackey whose telephone number is 703-308-1 195. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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Primary Examiner 
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